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ARCHITECTURE

Style and Construction (Figs.1-3)

This pair of archways marks the entrances to the sidewalks on Parkway off
Niagara Street in Welland. They are constructed of “tapestry” brick® which likely
refers to the pattern of varying colours throughout the brickwork. Each consists of
two square brick pillars with a stringcourse (decorative horizontal band) of
projecting bricks three rows from the top extending around all sides.

Each set of pillars supports a hipped roof that spans the pillars and covers the
sidewalk between the pillars. The roofs are additionally supported by four
triangular brackets that rest on the stringcourses of each pillar. These brackets
have a slight concave curve on the undersides. Currently the roofs are covered
with what appears to be wooden shakes. On the underside of the roof between
the pillars of each arch above the sidewalk is a wooden ceiling. (Fig.4)

Age

The archways were completed sometime between January and September of
1913. An article in the local People’s Press on January 14" of that year,
“Parkway Heights on the Market” gave a detailed description of the entrance with
brick pillars and gateway planned for the new Parkway Heights subdivision.
Later that year, on September 25™, the Welland Tribune reported that the main
entrance to Parkway Heights, “...Welland’s choicest residential section...” was
through “...the handsome gateway into Parkway Drive...”? It is reasonable to
assume that construction of the arches, which were part of a larger gated
entrance (see Alterations below) was completed sometime during the summer of
1913.

Architect, Contractor and Builder

The Laughlin Realty Company was owner and developer of the subdivision. The
names of the designer and builder contracted by the Realty Company to build the
archways are not known at this time. It is known that a “Contractor Mason” built
three of the new homes constructed on Parkway that year® and he may also
have constructed the arches and gateway.
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Alterations

The People’s Press issue of January 14, 1913 described the planned entrance
for the subdivision (note: North Main was later renamed Niagara Street):

A beautiful entrance is planned at the junction of Parkway boulevard
and North Main street. It will be built of tapestry brick with tile
roofing and wrought iron lights and gateway.*

The Welland Tribune later that year reported that the main entrance to the
subdivision, which by that time had several new houses built, was “...through the
handsome gateway into Parkway Drive...” If we assume from this reference to a
gateway that the entrance feature was built as originally planned, then the
alterations over the last century include the loss of the wrought iron gateway
across the road, loss of the wrought iron lights on the archway pillars and
replacement of the tile roofing with other material, most recently wooden roofing
shakes approximately two years ago.®

Evidence for the position of the original wrought iron lights may be the holes on
the pillars on the Niagara Street side nearest Parkway on both archways about
six brick courses from the top (Figs.5 & 6). There is also a wooden patch on the
outer pillar on the Niagara Street side of the north archway indicating there may
have been something removed (Fig. 6).

The City of Welland owns the archways as they sit on the Parkway Drive road
allowance and continues to maintain and repair the brick archways.’

Condition

Aside from the losses described above, the archways appear to be in reasonably
good condition.

HISTORY
Event

The archways that mark the entrance to Parkway were constructed as part of a
new subdivision called “Parkway Heights” (Plan 598), developed by Laughlin
Realty in 1913. When the subdivision plan was approved the property was
owned by C.E. Laughlin, C.J. Laughlin and Laughlin Realty (Figs. 11-12). As
part of the development, the company also extended the street railway all the
way down Niagara (then called North Main) to the new subdivision.®
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Welland Historical Society’s publication What's In a Name” describes Parkway
Heights as “... an “elite” development, with a boulevard down the centre of
Parkway Drive, and brick arches over the sidewalk on Niagara Street. This is
where many of Welland’s prominent industrialists, business people and
merchants lived.” Parkway Drive was named for the subdivision. This street was
known as the “showplace” of its day.’ A front page article that appeared in The
Peoples Press on January 14, 1913 when lots in the subdivision went on sale™®
described the subdivision plans in glowing terms:
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Similar praise came from the press after the development was well under way,
and an article (reproduced in entirety below) in the Welland Tribune in
September of 1913 describing it as a “...tempting residential spot...” and
“_..Welland’s choicest residential section...”**
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Persons
The Price family

The original farm that became the Parkway Heights subdivision was owned by
Adam Spencer, who may have constructed the farm house on the property (now
165 Edgar Street) as early as 1850. In 1870 the house and farm passed to
James H. Price, descendant of a Welsh U. E. Loyalist family. Price came to
Thorold Township about 1800. During the War of 1812 he built transport ships
and in the 1837 rebellion served with the militia. He was a Welland Town
Councillor and Reeve, on the County Agricultural Society executive and a
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Welland magistrate for over 30 years. Another early member of the family,
Harmon Price, was also a magistrate.

The Price farm extended all the way to the Welland River. The family also
owned a large sugar plantation in the West Indies. James and Adelaide Price's
children sold the farm to American real estate developer and president of
Laughlin Realty, Cyrenius Laughlin in 1910.%

Cyrenius J. Laughlin

Parkway Heights was owned and developed as a subdivision by the Laughlin
Realty Company whose President was Cyrenius J. Laughlin. C.J. Laughlin was
known as a “town builder’. The People’s Press reprinted an article about him
from the “Realty Review’on the front page of its December 17, 1912, reproduced
below :
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After purchasing the property from the Price family, in 1911 C. J. Laughlin
"renovated, reconstructed, repaired and improved” the original Price farm house
at 165 Edgar Street for his family to reside in.
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Daniel Lathrop

In 1923 Daniel W. and Hildegarde Lathrop moved into 165 Edgar Street and it
remained in the Lathrop family for the next forty years. Daniel Lathrop was born
in Jackson, Mich. And came to Welland as the first manager of the Atlas Crucible
Steel Company.*®

Vernon’s Town of Welland Directory for 1915 directory lists two other early
residents of the Parkway Heights subdivision with houses on Parkway: George
T. Wright, proprietor of the Quality Bakery on River Road West, who resided four
lots west of Niagara Street (then Main Street North) and Ebenezer Carnegie,
Vice President and General Manager of the Electric Steel and Metals Co. Ltd. in
Crowland, who lived on the north side of Parkway just west of Edgar Street.

Context

The Parkway Heights subdivision came into being during a period of rapid growth
and industrial development for Welland between 1905 and 1915. The first large
multinational industry to come to Welland and Crowland, Plymouth Cordage,
located a branch plant here in 1905. This was followed closely by the Electric
Steel and Metals Co. Ltd. in 1907, Page Hersey Iron Tubes and Lead Company
in 1909 and Union Carbide in 1914.

Established in 1907, the Electric Steel and Metals Co. Ltd., later know as the
Electro Metallurgical, was a major Welland industry that flourished until the end
of the century. It produced the first ferroalloys and electrodes in Canada. *° As
noted above, one of the early residents on Parkway Drive was Ebenezer
Carnegie, Vice President and General Manager of the Electric Steel and Metals
Company.

Setting

The presence of these archways in this location has been important to
establishing and maintaining the character of the Parkway Heights area for more
thanl100 years.

Landmark
For over 100 years these archways have been a landmark at the junction of

Parkway and Niagara Street that is not replicated anywhere else in the
streetscapes of the City.
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INTEGRITY
Site
The archways occupy their original site and have not been moved.

Ownership

The archways sit on the road allowance of Parkway and are owned by the City of
Welland.*®
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Flgures 1 & 2. South and north archways Iooklng toward Parkway from Nlagara
Street. (Photos N. Reid Oct. 8, 2016)
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Figure 3. South archway looking toward Niagara Street. (PhOto N. Reid Oct. ,
2016)
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Figure 4. South archway wood ceiling. Photo N. Reid Oct. 8, 2016
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Figure 5 South archway Photo N. Reid Oct. 8, 2016

Figure 6 North archway Phoo N. Reid Oct. 8, 2016
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Figure 7. South archway. Photo N. Reid Oct. 8, 2016
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¥F. N. MCOCONNELL ,
Ladies Owtser Temple Buidmg

Figure 11 Parkway Heights Subdivision from Welland Streets 1913. Guide to
Welland, Tribune Printing Co. 1913

14



BRICK ENTRANCE ARCHWAYS PARKWAY AND NIAGARA STREET
WELLAND, ONTARIO

o WA
L IC b T b g

LS

il FR L - 3
- ) e
S T U

Figurel2. Current map of Parkway Heights area. City of Welland website, 2016.
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