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Infrastructure Services 
Office of the City Engineer 

Phone: 905-735-1700 | Fax: 905-735-7184 
Email: eng@welland.ca | www.welland.ca 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Welland City Council 

FROM: Sherri-Marie Millar, P.Eng. 
Director of Infrastructure Services/City Engineer 

Matthew Main, P. Eng. 
Manager of Infrastructure and Assets 

DATE: May 29, 2026 

SUBJECT: Major Street Area Wastewater Master Servicing Plan and Renewals 
Implementation Plan Update 

This memorandum will provide an update on the Major Street Area Wastewater Master 
Servicing Plan and Renewals Implementation Plan project that received Council approval in 
2022. 

Background: 

The Major Street area in Welland is a mature, fully developed neighbourhood located on the 
northwest edge of the City’s core. The area contains aging infrastructure, including roads, 
watermains, and sewer systems. Although the sewer system has been separated, combined 
sewer overflows (CSOs) still occur throughout the area (Figure 1). 

In 2022, the City initiated the Major Street Master Servicing Plan and Renewals 
Implementation Plan project to prepare for future wastewater system replacements. GEI 
(formerly GM BluePlan), selected through a request for proposal process, completed the 
master plan with the following objectives: 

1. Review and confirm the connectivity of the existing wastewater system. 

2. Identify sewers requiring replacement, including evaluating the potential abandonment 
of existing CSOs and bulkheads. 

3. Develop a phased implementation plan for the replacement work. 

Report Recommendations: 

Based on a comprehensive review and analysis of the study area, including the City’s 
hydraulic model, field inspections, asset condition data, and the previously completed 
Pollution Prevention Control Plan (PPCP), GEI developed the recommendations presented in 
the table below.  Also included within the table is a staff update on the same. 
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Phase Description Status 

 

 

 
  

 
 

  
  

   

   

   
 

 
  

    
 

  
 

   

   

  
  

  
 

  
 

   

  
 

 
 
 

   
  

  

   

  
 

 
  

    

  
 

 
  

    

    
 

  
 

 

 
  

  

 
 

Phase 1 – City of Welland Internal Works 

Inspect all existing CSOs within the Updated inspections to be completed 
Major Street Area catchment. 

1. a 
in Q3 2026. 

Remove/Decommission the following Consultation with MECP has been 
CSOs that are no longer active: 

1. b 
initiated to determine 
decommissioning requirements. Staff  Hagar Street and McAlpine 
will update Council on future Avenue 
decommissioning plans once  Camrose Avenue and Paul Street 
established.  East Main Street and Wallace 

Remove the three existing bulkheads Bulkhead removal work will be 
along Hagar Street, at the intersections 

1. c 
completed by City staff starting in Q3 

with Wallace Avenue, Lyons Avenue, 2026. The removals will be conducted 
and Camrose Avenue. gradually, with impacts verified 

through flow monitoring. 

Remove the existing Hagar Street CSOs Removal of CSO(s) will be scheduled 
or provisionally raise the Hagar Street 

1. d 
after bulkheads are removed and 

and Wallace Avenue CSO verified by flow monitoring. Staff will 
provide Council future updates. 

Phase 2 – Inflow and Infiltration Investigation Works 

Complete inflow and infiltration (I&I) An inflow and infiltration investigation 
investigation. 

2. 
for the Major Street area will be 
proposed in the 2027 capital budget. 

Phase 3 – Replacement Works Aligned with Condition-Based Road Reconstruction 
Works 

3. Align all sewer replacement and road Identified sewer replacements will be 
reconstruction with state-of-good-repair assessed against the City’s asset 

management needs and priorities and programs. 
will be delivered through the City’s 
annual state-of-good-repair 
programs. 

Corporation of the City of Welland | 60 East Main Street | Welland, ON | L3B 3X4 | welland.ca 
Page 3 of 45 

mailto:eng@welland.ca
http://www.welland.ca/


 

 

 
  

 
 

  
  

 
    

Infrastructure Services 
Office of the City Engineer 

Phone: 905-735-1700 | Fax: 905-735-7184 
Email: eng@welland.ca | www.welland.ca 

Figure 1 – CSO Location Map 
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Legal and Legislative Services 

May 26, 2026 

The Honourable Doug Ford, 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Robert Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park, 17th floor, 777 Bay Street, 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
rob.flack@ontario.ca 

Honourable and Dear Sirs: 

Re: Support of Niagara Region’s Correspondence - A New Deal for Niagara 

Please be advised the Municipal Council of the Town of Fort Erie at its meeting of May 25, 
2026 received and supported correspondence from the Niagara Region respecting A New 
Deal for Niagara dated May 5, 2026. 

A copy of the Niagara Region correspondence dated May 5, 2026 is attached for your 
information. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Todd, 
Manager, Legislative Services / Town Clerk 
ptodd@forterie.ca 
PT:dlk 
Attach 
c.c. The Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada mark.carney@parl.gc.ca 

Niagara Region MPP’s wgates-co@ndp.on.ca ; JStevens-CO@ndp.on.ca ; JBurch-QP@ndp.on.ca ; 
sam.oosterhoff@pc.ola.org 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario amo@amo.on.ca 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities resolutions@fcm.ca 
Niagara Region 
Local Area Municipalities 

Mailing Address: The Corporation of the Town of Fort Erie 
1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie ON L2A 2S6 

Office Hours  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Phone: (905) 871-1600 FAX: (905) 871-4022 Web-site:  www.forterie.ca Page 5 of 45 
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Administration 
Office of the Regional Clerk 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, PO Box 1042, Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 
Telephone: 905-980-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 Fax: 905-687-4977 
www.niagararegion.ca 

May 5, 2026 
CL 7-2026, April 30, 2026 

CSC 3-2026, April 15, 2026 

DISTRIBUTION LIST 

SENT ELECTRONICALLY 

Motion Respecting A New Deal for Niagara 

Regional Council, at its meeting held on April 30, 2026, passed the following motion: 

WHEREAS the Niagara Region is a critical economic driver within Ontario and Canada, 
and a globally recognized tourism destination, welcoming approximately 14 million 
visitors annually (Niagara Falls Tourism/Ontario’s Destination Niagara) and generating 
approximately $3 billion in tourism-related economic activity; 

WHEREAS the Niagara Region is one of the busiest border crossings between Canada 
and the U.S. and is bounded on 3 sides by water, which increases vehicular traffic 
traversing Niagara and policing and rescue responsibilities for our municipalities; 

WHEREAS Niagara’s visitor economy and border location place unique and sustained 
pressures on regional and local infrastructure, including roads, waste management 
(Public Works), transit (Niagara Transit), policing (Niagara Regional Police), paramedic 
services (Niagara EMS), water and wastewater systems, and public spaces; 

WHEREAS Niagara municipalities are responsible for delivering essential services that 
support both residents and visitors, while relying only on property tax revenues that do 
not scale with tourism or trade corridor demands; 

WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) has identified that 
Ontario’s current provincial-municipal fiscal framework is unsustainable, citing ongoing 
provincial downloading and a structural mismatch between municipal responsibilities 
and available revenue tools; 

WHEREAS AMO has called for a comprehensive review of municipal service delivery 
responsibilities (“who does what”) and the development of new fiscal tools to ensure 
municipalities can meet growing service demands; 
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WHEREAS the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) has advocated for a 
modernized federal-municipal partnership, including predictable, long-term infrastructure 
funding, expanded housing investments, and direct federal engagement with 
municipalities to address national priorities; 

WHEREAS Niagara Region is experiencing increasing financial pressures related to 
housing affordability, homelessness, transit expansion, climate adaptation, and state-of 
good-repair infrastructure, all of which are compounded by population growth and visitor 
impacts; and 

WHEREAS the economic benefits generated by Niagara’s tourism sector and 
commercial trade significantly contribute to provincial and federal revenues, yet 
municipalities bear a disproportionate share of the costs required to sustain this 
economic activity. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. That Niagara Regional Council CALL UPON the Province of Ontario to initiate, in 
partnership with the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), a 
comprehensive review of the provincial-municipal fiscal framework, including a 
reassessment of municipal service responsibilities; the elimination or mitigation of 
ongoing provincial downloading; the identification of new, sustainable municipal 
revenue tools, with the Region of Niagara as the pilot; 

2. That Niagara Regional Council ADVOCATES for a “New Deal for Niagara” that 
recognizes the Region’s unique role as Canada’s leading tourism destination and 
includes dedicated, predictable funding for tourism-supporting infrastructure; 
investment in regional transit and transportation networks; all emergency services; 
public health; support for housing and homelessness initiatives; revenue-sharing 
mechanisms that reflect visitor-driven economic activity; 

3. That the Province of Ontario BE REQUESTED to ensure that any future transfer of 
responsibilities to municipalities is accompanied by full and ongoing funding in line 
with inflation; 

4. That the Government of Canada, consistent with recommendations from the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), BE REQUESTED to expand 
permanent, direct federal funding streams to municipalities; increase investments in 
affordable housing and enabling infrastructure; recognize and support high impact 
tourism and trade corridor regions such as Niagara; 

5. That Niagara Regional Council REQUEST that both the federal and provincial 
governments formally recognize the infrastructure and service demands associated 
with hosting approximately 14 million visitors annually and generating approximately 
$3 billion in tourism activity, as reported by Niagara Falls Tourism and Ontario’s 
Destination Niagara; and 
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6. That this motion BE CIRCULATED to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of 
Ontario; Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; Jennie 
Stevens, MPP for St. Catharines, Sam Oosterhoff, MPP for West Niagara, Jeff 
Burch, MPP for South Niagara, Wayne Gates MPP Niagara Falls, Prime Minister of 
Canada; Mark Carney, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM); and all Niagara-area municipalities 
requesting their support. 

Yours truly, 

Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
:kl 

CLK-C 2026-041 

Distribution List: 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Premier of Ontario 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
J. Burch, MPP 
W. Gates, MPP 
S. Oosterhof, MPP 
J. Stevens, MPP 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
Local Area Municipalities 
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Legal and Legislative Services 

May 26, 2026 

Ann-Marie Norio, Regional Clerk 
Niagara Region 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, P. O. Box 1042 
Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 
ann-marie.norio@niagararegion.ca 

Dear Ms. Norio: 

Re: City of Thorold Correspondence - Lower-Tier Municipal Representation in 
Regional Decision-Making on Mental Health, Homelessness, and Addiction 

Please be advised the Municipal Council of the Town of Fort Erie at its meeting of May 25, 
2026 received and supported correspondence from the City of Thorold regarding the Lower-
Tier Municipal Representation in Regional Decision-Making on Mental Health, Homelessness, 
and Addiction and requesting the Niagara Region to take the following actions: 

• take concrete steps to enhance the integration of lower-tier municipal perspectives into 
its work, 

• explore updates to the mandate, composition, or engagement practices of the Public 
Health and Social Services Committee to better reflect lower-tier municipal input, 

• establish an 

• advisory or engagement mechanism that includes greater representation from lower-tier 
municipalities and Councillors, and individuals with lived and living experience 

• report back to its Public Health and Social Services Committee on potential options to 
strengthen such collaboration. 

Attached please find a copy of the City of Thorold’s correspondence dated May 13, 2026. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Todd, 
Manager, Legislative Services / Town Clerk 
ptodd@forterie.ca 
PT:dlk 
Attach 
c.c. Local Area Municipalities 

Mailing Address: The Corporation of the Town of Fort Erie 
1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie ON L2A 2S6 

Office Hours  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Phone: (905) 871-1600 FAX: (905) 871-4022 Web-site:  www.forterie.ca Page 9 of 45 
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
Nicholas Debono, City Clerk 

3540 Schmon Parkway, P.O. Box 1044 

Thorold, ON L2V 4A7 

May 13, 2026 

SENT ELECTRONICALLY 

To Niagara Region 

Re: 14.2 Resolution Respecting Lower-Tier Municipal Representation in 

Regional Decision-Making on Mental Health, Homelessness, and Addiction 

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Thorold, at its 

meeting held on May 12, 2026, considered the aforementioned topic and passed the 

following resolution: 

WHEREAS mental health, homelessness, and addiction are urgent and growing 

challenges affecting residents across Niagara, with direct impacts in the City of 

Thorold; 

AND WHEREAS the Regional Municipality of Niagara is responsible for the 

delivery and coordination of public health, housing, and social services, including 

homelessness prevention and community well-being, through its Public Health 

and Social Services Committee; 

AND WHEREAS the mandate of the Public Health and Social Services 

Committee includes oversight of policies, programs, and service delivery related 

to public health, housing, homelessness, and social assistance; 

AND WHEREAS lower-tier municipalities are on the front lines of these 

challenges and bring critical local knowledge, experience, and accountability to 

residents; 

AND WHEREAS meaningful collaboration with lower-tier municipalities, along 

with the inclusion of individuals with lived experience, can strengthen regional 

decision-making and improve outcomes; 

AND WHEREAS Council of the City of Thorold has taken proactive steps to 

support housing solutions through the establishment of an Affordable Housing 

Working Group to identify and report back on potential opportunities within the 

City; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Thorold 

passes the following: 

1. That Thorold City Council REQUESTS the Regional Municipality of Niagara to 

take concrete steps to enhance the integration of lower-tier municipal 

perspectives into its work on mental health, homelessness, and addiction; 

2. That Thorold City Council REQUESTS the Region of Niagara explore updates 

to the mandate, composition, or engagement practices of the Public Health 

and Social Services Committee to better reflect lower-tier municipal input; 

3. That Thorold City Council REQUESTS the Region of Niagara establish an 

advisory or engagement mechanism that includes greater representation from 

lower-tier municipalities and Councillors, and individuals with lived and living 

experience; 

4. That Thorold City Council REQUESTS the Region of Niagara report back to 

its Public Health and Social Services Committee on potential options to 

strengthen such collaboration; and 

5. That City Staff BE DIRECTED to circulate this motion to the Regional 

Municipality of Niagara and Niagara-area municipalities for their 

consideration. 

Thank you, 

Nicholas Debono 

City Clerk, City of Thorold 

cc. Niagara Area Municipalities 

City of Thorold 
P.O. Box 1044, 3540 Schmon Parkway, 

Thorold, Ontario L2V 4A7 Page 2 of 2 
Tel: 905-227-6613Page 11 of 45 
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Honourable Doug Ford, 
Premier of Ontario 
Via Email: 
premier@ontario.ca 

Honourable Marjorie 
Michel, Minister of Health 
Via Email: 
hcminister.ministresc@hc-
sc.gc.ca 

Honourable Sylvia Jones 
Deputy Premier of Ontario 
and Minister of Health 
Via Email: 
sylvia.jones@ontario.ca 

The Ontario Medical 
Association 
Via Email: info@oma.org 

Township of Puslinch 
7404 Wellington Road 34 

Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0 
www.puslinch.ca 

May 25, 2026 

RE: Township of Puslinch Support Resolution No.2026-128, Regarding Consent item 6.8 
Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform 

Please be advised that Township of Puslinch Council, at its meeting held on May 6, 2025 
considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following was resolved: 

Resolution No. 2026-128: Moved by Councillor Bailey and 
Seconded by Councillor Sepulis 

That the Consent Agenda item 6.8 be received; and 

Whereas Council supports the WOWC resolution that Council direct staff to send a 
support resolution accordingly. 

CARRIED 
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As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this correspondence for your information 
and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Justine Brotherston 
Municipal Clerk 

CC: 
The Ontario Hospital Association (OHA) 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Ontario Big City Mayors 
Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus 
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Monday, April 20, 2026 

Premier of Ontario 
Hon. Doug Ford 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto ON M7A 1A1 
Sent via email: premier@ontario.ca 

Re: Support of Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform 

At its regular meeting on April 10, 2026, the Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus adopted the following motion in 
support of Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform: 

#11 Moved by D. Bailey seconded by B. Clark: 

WHEREAS growing pressures across the Ontario healthcare system are increasing patient volumes in 
emergency rooms (ER), requiring more complex care, and contributing to longer patient wait times in 
ERs for residents in Ontario’s largest municipalities; and 

WHEREAS Health Quality Ontario data from October 2025 reports that patients needing admission to 
the hospital waited an average of 19-20 hours, with high-urgency patients waiting close to 5 hours on 
average to be seen by a physician; and 

WHEREAS in December 2023, the Auditor General of Ontario reported that significant hospital staffing 
shortages were reducing access to timely emergency care; and 

WHEREAS the Financial Accountability Office of Ontario reported in March 2023 that ER wait times were 
increasing significantly with the longest wait times recorded in over 15 years and that provincial funding 
was $21.3 billion short to maintain current health programs through 2028; and 

WHEREAS according to the Ontario Hospital Association (OHA), Ontario has had the lowest per capita 
hospital expenditure in Canada since 2018; and 

WHEREAS according to the OHA, approximately 4,200 alternate level care (ALC) patients remain in 
acute beds (40% awaiting long term care), worsening ER delays; and 

WHEREAS Canadian ER researchers have highlighted that between 8,000 and 15,000 Canadians die 
prematurely as a result of ER overcrowding; and 

WHEREAS reports of patients dying in crowded ERs across Canada are increasing, such as 16-year-old 
Finlay van der Werken who waited over 8 hours in an Oakville ER without being seen by a physician and 
tragically passed away on February 9, 2024 from pneumonia that developed into sepsis; and 
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WHEREAS ER delays are contributing to excessive ambulance offload times, adding undue strain on 
response capacity of municipal paramedic services across Ontario; and 

WHEREAS the Provincial Government has taken important steps to improve health care in Ontario, 
however additional funding and staffing resources for hospitals to reduce ER wait times and increase 
capacity to provide timely access to care for all patients in ER’s remains critical; and 

WHEREAS despite growing concerns regarding staffing shortages in and closures of ERs across 
Ontario, as well as failure to meet federal standards such as the Canadian Triage and Acuity Scale, the 
Provincial Government continues to receive full contributions of Canada Health Transfers from the 
federal government. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus calls on the Provincial 
Ministry of Health to take immediate action to reduce ER wait times with consideration for the importance 
of enhanced ER triage protocols and increased funding to strengthen emergency readiness; 

AND THAT the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus calls on the Provincial Ministry of Health to introduce 
Finlay’s Law to ensure that no child in Ontario is left without timely emergency medical care in hospitals 
by: 

• Setting legal maximum ER wait times for children under 18 (e.g., physician assessment within 2 
hours, admission within 8 hours). 

• Mandating safe pediatric nurse-to-patient and physician-to-patient ratios in emergency settings. 
• Establish independent oversight to audit hospitals, investigate pediatric ER deaths, and enforce 

compliance. 
• Mandate public, independent, and timely (within 1 year) inquiry by the Chief Coroner of Ontario of 

every pediatric death in an ER waiting area. 
• Fund better pediatric emergency readiness, including staffing, training and infrastructure 

AND THAT the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus calls on the Federal Ministry of Health to enforce the 
principles and requirements of the Canada Health Act through its spending power of Canada Health 
Transfers to Ontario by: 

• monitoring compliance to national health standards, such as Canadian Triage and Acuity Scale 
(CTAS) in ERs; 

• and establishing and ensuring compliance with a new sepsis care 

AND THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Health, the 
Federal Minister of Health, the Ontario Medical Association (OMA), the Ontario Hospital Association 
(OHA), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO). 

Carried. 
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Please contact the office if you require any further information. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marcus Ryan 
Chair, Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus 

cc. 
Hon. Marjorie Michel, Federal Minister of Health 
Hon. Sylvia Jones, Ontario Minister of Health 
Ontario Medical Association 
Ontario Hospital Association 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Ontario Big City Mayors 
Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus 
Western Ontario Municipalities 
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CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF NORTH GLENGARRY

Gouncil Meeting
Resolution #
Date: Monday May 25,2026

Moved by: Jamie MacDonald
Seconded by: Carma Williams

THAT the Council of the Township of North Glengarry support the Eastern Ontario
Wardens'Caucus resolution 2026-03: Ontario Most Outdated Property
Reassessment in Canada: A Call to Return to Property Tax Reassessment Cycle, as

presented.

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to the
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable peter Bethlenfalry,
Minister of Finance; EOWC Members of Provincial Parliament; the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario; the Rural Ontario Municipal Association; the Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation; the Ontario Big City Mayors; the Western
Ontario Wardens 'Caucus; the Mayors and Regional Chairs of Ontario; the
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities; and all EOWC municipalities."

CARRI DEFEATED DEFERRED

MAYOR / DEPUW MAYOR
Deputy Mayor: Carma Wittiams
Councillor: Jacq ues Massie
CounciUor: Brian Caddett
Councittor: Jeff Mantey
CounciUor: Michaet Madden
Council[or: Gary Martin
Mayor: Jamie MacDonatd

YEA NEA

10 
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EOWC Eastern Ontar"io
Wardens'Caucus

Resolution 2O26-O3i Ontario Most Outdated Property Fleassessment in
Canada: A Call to Fleturn to property Tax Reassessment Cycle

Moved by: Warden Jennifer Murphy, County of Renfrew
Seconded by: Warden Flobert Mullin, County of Hastings

WHEREAS the Eastern Ontario Wardens'Caucus (EOWC) serves over l.l
million residents across 13 upper-tier and single-tier municipalities,
encompassing a total of lO3 municipalities in Ontario;

AND WHEREAS municipalities in Ontario are currently required to calculate
propertytaxes based on property valuations from 2O16, over a decade ago;

AND WHEREAS the prolonged pause in the reassessment cycle has created
significant distortions in assessed values, resulting in inequities among
property classes; and

AND WHEREAS outdated assessments negatively impact investment
declsions, economic com petitiveness, municipal planning, and
disproportionately atlect i ndependent sma ll busi nesses; and

AND WHEREAS the continued pause on property tax reassessment in

Ontario creates uncertainty for municipalities, property owners, and investors

regarding futu re tax liabilities;

AND WHEREAS a current and predictable assessment system is essential to

supporting strong communities, maintainlng fairness in taxation, and

encouraging economic investment consistent wlth the ontario government's

objective of being "Open for Business";

Date: May 8,2026

AND WHEREAS all other provinces in Canada have continued regular
reassessment cycles, resulting in properties being reassessed multiple times
since 2O16, making Ontario the most outdated in Canada;
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AND WHEREAS the lack of clarity regarding the timing of the next
reassessment is contributing to delayed or deferred investment decisions,
thereby impacting econornic competitiveness across the province;

ANO WHEREAS municipal governments, pa.ticularly in rural and small-urban
communities, rely on a stable and updated assessment system to address
financial pressures including inflation, rising labour costs, and increasing
service demands;

NOW THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that the EOWC formally ,equests lhat
the Covernmenl of Ontario commit to a clear and prompt return to the
property tax reassessment cycle;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province provide a def ined
timeline and transparent plan for implementing Future reassessments on a
regular and predictable basis;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Covernment of Ontario work in
coordination with the Municipal property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) to
ensure properties are reassessed in an accurate and timely manner;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated
to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable peter

Bethlenfally, Mlnister qf Finance; EOWC Members of Provincial Parliament;
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario; the Qural Ontario Municipal
Association; the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation; the Ontario Big

City Mayors; the Western Ontario Wardens'Caucus; the Mayors and Regional

Chairs of Onta.io; the Federation of Northern Cntario Municipalities; and all

EOWC municipalities."

Ca rried
ned

Chair Bonnie Clark
rr'rfoOeowc.org

2ol 2
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CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF NORTH GLENGARRY

Gouncil Meeting
Resolution # /0
Date: Monday May 25,2026

Moved by: Jamie MacDonald
Seconded by: Carma Williams

THAT the Council of the Township of North Glengarry support the Eastern Ontario
Wardens'Caucus resolution 2026-03: Ontario Most Outdated Property
Reassessment in Canada: A Call to Return to Property Tax Reassessment Cycle, as

presented.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to the
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable peter Bethlenfalry,
Minister of Finance; EOWC Members of Provincial Parliament; the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario; the Rural Ontario MunicipalAssociation; the Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation; the Ontario Big City Mayors; the Western
Ontario Wardens 'Caucus; the Mayors and Regional Chairs of Ontario; the
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities; and all EOWC municipalities."

CARRIE DEFEATED DEFERRED

MAYOR / DEPUTY MAYOR
Deputy Mayor: Carma Wittiams
Counciltor: Jacques Massie
Counci[[or: Brian Caddett
Councitlor: ieff Mantey
Counci[[or: MichaeL Madden
Counciltor: Gary Martin
Mayor: lamie MacDonatd

NEAYEA
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EOWC Eastern Ontar'io
Wardens'Caucus

Resolution 2O26-O3t Ontario Most Outdated Property tleassessment in
Canada: A Call to Fleturn to Property Tax Reassessment Cycle

Date: May 8, 2026

Moved by: Warden Jennifer Murphy, County of Flenfrew
Seconded by: Warden Flobert Mullin, County of Hastings

WHEREAS the Eastern Ontario Wardens'Caucus (EOWC) serves over l.'l

million residents across 13 upper-tier and single-tier municipalities,
encompassing a total of lO3 municipalities in Ontariol

AND WHEREAS municipalities in Ontario are currently required to calculate
property taxes based on p roperty valuations from 2016, over a decade ago;

AND WHEREAS ali other provinces in Canada have continued regular
reassessment cycles, resulting in properties being reassessed multiple times
since 2O16, making Ontario the most outdated in Canada;

AND WHEREAS the prolonged pause in the reassessment cycle has created
significant distortions in assessed values, resulting in inequities among
property classes; and

AND WHEREAS outdated assessments negatively impact investment
decisions, economic com petitiveness, municipal planning, and
disproportionately affect i ndependent sma ll busi nesses; an d

AND WHEREAS the continued pause on property tax reassessment in

Ontario creates uncertainty for municipalities, property owners, and investors

regarding future tax liabilities;

AND WHEREAS a current and predictable assessment system is essential to

supporting strong communities, maintaining fairness in taxation, and

encouraging economic investment consistent with the Ontario government's

objective of being "Open for Business";
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May 28, 2026 

Hon. Graham McGregor 
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
14th Floor, 56 Wellesley St W 
Toronto, ON M7A 2E7 

Sent via email to: graham.mcgregor@ontario.ca 

Subject: Town of Orangeville resolution re: Request to the Province to Extend the 
Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties 

Dear Minister McGregor, 

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Orangeville requests your consideration 
and support for the following resolution that was passed at the May 25, 2026 meeting of 
the Council of the Town of Orangeville. 

Resolution Number: 2026-193 

Moved by Councillor Sherwood 
Seconded by Councillor Macintosh 

Whereas amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes Built Faser 
Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue Notices of Intention to 
Designate for properies lised on municipal heritage regisers as of December 31, 
2022, originally requiring action by January 1, 2025; and 

Whereas the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the Home-
owner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in response to 
concerns raised by municipalities and heritage sakeholders; and 

Whereas municipalities require suficient time and resources to underake research, 
documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether lised properies 
warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas the removal of lised properies from municipal heritage regisers if the pre-
scribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at increased risk 
of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have the opporunity to 
properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interes; and 

Town of Orangeville orangeville.ca 

87 Broadway 
Orangeville, ON, L9W 1K1 
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Whereas the Heritage Orangeville Committee comprises of a handful of dedicated 
volunteers who are not able to review the current non-designated regiser containing 
454 properies on or before the deadline of January 1, 2027; and 

Whereas many municipalities, including the Town of Orangeville, do not have dedi-
cated heritage planning saf and mus rely on volunteer Heritage committee mem-
bers or external heritage consultants to underake the evaluations, which can result 
in additional financial and adminisrative pressures; and 

Whereas Heritage Orangeville Committee, heritage consultants or saf members 
would need to review the municipal heritage regiser, research the heritage value and 
interes of lised non-designated properies, contact owners of such properies, de-
termine which properies should potentially be designated in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, and take all required seps to 
designate such properies;  and 

Whereas the above noted work involving 454 lised properies in the Town of Orange-
ville is extremely time-consuming and cannot be completed by January 1, 2027 with 
the current resources available given other competing interess including reviewing 
and supporing new housing development proposals; and 

Whereas municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads associated 
with evaluating lised properies; and 

Whereas the Heritage Orangeville Committee, at its meeting of March 19, 2026, dis-
cussed and suppored advocating to the Province of Ontario for a furher extension 
to the current deadline; 

Now therefore be it resolved that The Council of the Town of Orangeville respectully 
reques that the Province of Ontario furher amend the Ontario Heritage Act to ex-
tend the January 1, 2027 deadline to January 1, 2030, or another reasonable timeframe 
for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for properies lised on the municipal her-
itage non-designated regiser; and 

That the Town Clerk be directed to send a copy of this motion to the Miniser of Citi-
zenship and Multiculturalism, the Miniser of Municipal Afairs and Housing, the local 
Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Munici-
pal Councils across the province, and the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee As-
sociation. 

Carried 
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If you have any questions, please contact clerk@orangeville.ca. 

Sincerely, 
Ishita Soneji 
Council Co-ordinator/Assistant Clerk  
Corporate Services 
Town of Orangeville 

cc: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, via email  
Hon. Syliva Jones, Members of Provincial Parliament, via email 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), via email 
Community Heritage Ontario, via email 
All Ontario Municipalities, via email 
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