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Richard Morwood was active in the political life of the town
from shortly after his arrival in Welland. He was a Councillor for
nine years for the vVillage of Welland (1861, 62, 64, 65, 67, 1B71,
72, 73 and 1874} and for three years for the Town of Welland (1879,
1880 and 1885). 1In 1863 he wae Reeve of the Village and was
elected Mayor of {the Town of) Welland four times, in 1881, 1883,
1886 and 1887.5 He served on the school board in 1872 and was
also for many years an active member and Recording Stewart for the
Methodist Church. When the Methodist congregation outgrew its East
Main Street building in 1882, Morwood donated the site on Muir
Street (now King Street} adjacent to his home where a larger church
was built (now Central United Church). Morwood also donated
property north of his house for construction of Welland's Central
Public School. The site of Welland Farmers' Market was alsoc once
part of the Morwood property. After their father's death the
family carried on this philanthropic tradition by donating the
propergy on Riverside Drive where Welland's second hospital was
built.

Richard Morwood left both his business and his house on Young
Street to his children. The house remained in the Morwood family
until 1943, when it was s0ld to Andrew and Mary Krajnak.T The
historical significance of this building lies in its association
with the Morwood family, influential citizens of Welland for over

100 years.
PART 2

Architectural Significance

The house at 28-30 Young Street {(Figure 2) was built over a
number of years in two or possibly three stages. 2ll available
evidence indicates that the east wing (now No. 30) (Figure 7} is
the oldest part of the house, built at the latest around 1861, cr
perhaps already standing on the property when Richard Morwood
purchased Lot No. 5 on the north side of Young Street in 1858.8

The east wing is the only part of the house located entirely on Lot
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bedroom the south facing window extends from the ceiling almost to
the floor. A plan of the upper floor has been provided by Mr.
Elmer Krajnak.36

An original wooden screen door stored in the basement (Figure
74) may fit either door on the east wing or the back {north)
entrance door on the west wing.

PART 4

Summary and Recommendations

This building meets all the criteria for designaticon both in

terms of local historic significance and architectural interest.

The house was built over a period of approximately twenty
years between the 1B50's and 1870's. This would make it cne of
the few residential buildings of this age in Welland. Richard
Morwood, responsible for constructing the main portion of the
house, was a Counciller, Reeve and Mayor for the Village and Town
of Welland, and founded a very successful retail business that was
operated by three generations of the Morwood family and thrived

in Welland for over cone hundred years.

Architecturally, the Italianate "picturesque" west wing is
especially interesting. Its abundant, elaborate and unusual
exterior architectural ornament in wood is excepticnally bheautiful
and complex, and, with the exception of the freomnt porch, is in
excellent condition, The description “"wedding cake" house would
not be inappropriate. The interior of this wing likewise has many
elements of superior quality. The Italianate front entrance door
and winding cherry wood staircase are architectural features of
unusual distinction in a house of this size. The unusual hardwood
flooring patterns, interior window shutters and "paint-grained"
woodwork in 1860's style are all quite rare. They are not seen
in newer homes and are usually lost through deterioratien and/er

renovation in houses from this period.
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The Queen Anne style verandah, while in poor repair, is
characteristic of this "bandshell" type of porch. For the east
wing, its main architectural interest liee in its early

construction date.

I would strongly suggest that both the exterior of the
Morwood house and all the interior woodwork of the west wing
(including hardwood flooring, paint-grained woodwork, front door
and circular staircase)} be designated as having architectural and
historical interest; and that these features be specifically
mentioned in the reascons for designation, both in the interest of
their future preservation and in order to assist the current owners
with the cost of repairs and conservation for these unigue

architectural elements.
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Grant, Octcber 9, 1943, Amelia A. Tesky and Jennie R,
Boothe to Andrew Rrajnak and Mary Krajnak; Instrument
No. 16723

Niagara South Registry Office, Abstract, Lot No. 5 on the
north side of Young Street. Grant (Bargain and Sale),
December 14, 1858, Jacob Griffith to Richard Morwoocd:
Instrument No. 6791.

Amelia Teskey and Jennie Boothe, descendants of

Richard Morwcod, scld the westerly 40 feet of Lot 4 to the
Trustees ¢f the Central United Church in 1940. Niagara South
Registry Qffice, Abstract, Lot No. 4 on the north side of
Young Street, Plan 555, Grant, July 19, 1940; Instrument No.
14478. See partial copy of this instrument appended to this
report.

Niagara South Registry Office, Abstract, Lot No. 4 on the
north side of Young Street. Grant (Bargain and Sale}, October
13, 1866, Jacob Griffith to Richard Morwood; Instrument

No. 1124. BSee partial copy of this instrument appended to
this report. When Morwocod purchased this property in 1866

he then owned the entire width of Lot 4: one chain or 66
feet. The westerly 40 feet of this lot was then scld by his

successors in 1940.

Mitchell & C., General Directory for the Town of St.

Catharines, and Gazeteer for the Connties of Lincoln and

Welland for 1865 (Toronto, 1865}, p. 209.

Rice, A History, p. 569.

Interview with Elmer Krajnak, December, 1988, This was
built by Mr. Xrajnak's father Andrew after he purchased the

house in 1943.
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Interview with Elmer Krajnak, December, 1989,

T-shaped and L-shaped plans were the most popular house plans
in mid-nineteenth century Ontaric.

Interview with Elmer Krajnak, December, 1989.

Kim Ondaatje and Lois Mackenzie, 0ld Ontario Houses
{Toronto, 1977} p. B24.

Thomas Ritchie, Canada Builds ({Toronte, 19%67) cited by

Nancy Tausky and Lynne Distefano in Victorian
Architecture in Tondon and Southwestern Ontario {Toronto,
1986), p. 87.

The east wing has only a partial basement. The area under the
kitchen may possibly have been a roct cellar for the original
house. Tt is difficult to assess when the kitchen area (north
east corner) of the east wing was constructed. It certainly
has the character of an addition, as it was once gquite a bit
lower than the rest of the east wing (original house) (see
page 5). However, this kitchen addition may have been built
either before or after Morwood purchased the property
(assuming that the house may have already been present when he
bought Lot 5 in 1858)., It would not have been unusual for the
root cellar to have been present before the kitchen wing was
added. These were often located beside, but not under, 19th

century houses,

Hydrauliec, or natural rock cements were manufactured and used
in Canada after the middle of the nineteenth century.

Tausky and Distefano, Victorian Architecture..., p. 97.

See note 10.
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Andrew Krajnak {owner from 19%43) was also skilled in this
technigque but his son, Elmer Krajnak, states that the
paint-graining throughout the west wing is original and was
present when his parents purchased the house. After the
purchase, his mother ..."would not let {(his} father touch

it." Interview with Elmer Krajnak, December, 1989.

Information re: style from Mr. Peter Stokes. Use of two
tones {i.e. representing two types of wood} on the same door,
etc. was popular only up to the 1860°'s,

Andrew Jackson Downing, The Architecture of Country Heouses
(New York, 1830} p. 115.

Interview with Frances Turnbull, December 31, 198%. Mrs,
Turnbull visited the Morwood house as a young woman. She
alsc states that there was a coach house to the east of the
main house at that time (circa 1913).

Interview with Elmer Krajnak, December 1983%.

Further evidence that the porch was added later.

Over the years some of these have been removed and switched
and some are on backwards. One is missing. Interview with
Elmer Krajnak, December, 1889.

Interview with E, Krajnak, December, 1989.

Interview with E. Krajnak, December, 1989,

All information about second storey, east wing, provided by E.

Krajnak, Interview December, 1989.
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"...westerly 40' even width front to rear of Lot Number 4 on Young
Street.”

- Deed of Sale October 13, 1866 Instrument No. 1124

Jacob Griffith and Jennet Griffith and Richard Morwood
... cone fifth of an acre be the same more or less being lot number
four on the north side of Young Street in the said Village of
Welland which said parcel or tract of land is butted and bounded or
may be otherwise known and described as follows. That is to say
Beginning at a stake planted at the distance of Two chains and 75
25/33 links east from the corner of Young and Canal Streets.

Thence north two chains te the north west angle of said lot number
4. Thence east one chain to the north east angle of said lot.
Thence south two chains to the northern limits of said ¥oung

Street. Thence west along said Young Street one chain to the place
of Beginning said parcel of land being a part of Lot Number
twenty-five in the fifth concesgsion of the Township of Crowland...".
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