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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM: Stephanie Bellissimo, Records and Information Management 
Coordinator and; 

Kashif Siraj, IT Project Manager 

DATE: July 24, 2026 

SUBJECT: Bill 97 - Privacy Impact Assessments Update 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide Council with an update regarding new 

privacy requirements introduced through Province of Ontario’s Bill 97, including 

mandatory Privacy Impact Assessments (PIAs) and privacy breach reporting obligations 

that will come into effect on January 1, 2027. The changes introduced by Bill 97 apply to 

all institutions governed by the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy Act (MFIPPA), including all Ontario municipalities. 

A PIA is a proactive privacy management tool used to evaluate programs, services, 

systems, technologies, and initiatives that involve the collection of personal information. 

The assessment identifies what personal information is being collected, how it will be 

used, disclosed, retained, and protected, and helps identify potential privacy risks and 

appropriate safeguards before information is collected. 

These legislative changes will require the City to establish formal processes to assess 

privacy impacts, implement appropriate safeguards, and maintain supporting 

documentation. The new requirements will apply across a broad range of City activities, 

including technology solutions, business processes, service delivery initiatives, and 

third-party vendor engagements involving personal information. 

Based on the legislation currently available, staff anticipate that the new PIA 

requirements will primarily apply to new initiatives and material changes to existing 

programs, systems, technologies, or processes involving personal information. Staff will 
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continue to monitor provincial guidance and assess whether any existing systems or 

processes require additional review prior to implementation of the legislative 

requirements on January 1, 2027. 

To prepare for this new requirement, staff have initiated preliminary implementation 

planning. This work will include staff education and awareness initiatives, the 

establishment of a cross-departmental working group, the development of a 

standardized corporate approach to PIAs, and collaboration with other municipalities to 

identify best practices and support consistent implementation across the organization. 

Staff also anticipates that these legislative changes will introduce additional work across 

the organization. As implementation planning continues, staff will need to assess 

resource requirements, including potential support for Records and Information 

Management, and review organizational roles and responsibilities to ensure privacy-

related accountabilities are appropriately incorporated into existing business processes. 

In addition to the new PIA requirements, amendments to MFIPPA will also introduce 

mandatory privacy breach assessment and reporting requirements effective January 1, 

2027. Under the new provisions, municipalities will be required to assess privacy 

breaches against prescribed criteria and report certain breaches to the Information and 

Privacy Commissioner of Ontario (IPC), as well as notify affected individuals where 

required. 

As the January 1, 2027 implementation date approaches, staff will continue to develop 

the City's privacy governance framework, build organizational awareness, and establish 

processes that support the responsible collection, use, disclosure, retention, and 

protection of personal information while ensuring compliance the requirements of Bill 97 

and MFIPPA. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM: Tara Stephens, Director of Legislative Services/City Clerk 

DATE: July 20, 2026 

SUBJECT: Lottery Licensing for Community Organizations 

As per By-law 1993-10057, charitable organizations must obtain lottery licensing 
approval from Council to conduct lottery events. The City Clerk, appointed as the 
licensing officer for the Corporation, oversees the review of licensing eligibility 
applications to ensure compliance with the guidelines set by the Alcohol and Gaming 
Commission of Ontario. Once eligibility is confirmed, a report was traditionally prepared 
for Council consideration. However, on March 19, 2024, Council passed a motion 
delegating authority to the City Clerk to approve lottery licensing requests for eligible 
organizations and to provide a memorandum be provided to council following approval. 

The following organization has been granted approval for conducting lottery events 
within the City of Welland: 

Rotary Club of Fonthill 

Rotary Club of Fonthill is a volunteer-led service organization that supports local and 
international initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life in the community. Through 
fundraising, community partnerships, youth programs, and humanitarian projects, the 
club promotes civic engagement, leadership, and the Rotary principle of “Service Above 
Self.” Funds raised will help support community programs, youth development 
opportunities, and charitable donations that benefit residents in Niagara. 
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Pelham Rowing Club o/a Niagara Community Rowing 

Pelham Rowing Club o/a Niagara Community Rowing is a non-profit organization that 
provides recreational, developmental, and competitive rowing opportunities for youth 
and community members in Niagara. Based on the Welland Recreational Canal, the 
organization promotes physical activity, teamwork, leadership, and personal 
development through accessible rowing programs and coaching. Funds raised will 
support rowing programs, equipment, facility development, and opportunities for 
participants of all ages and skill levels to engage in the sport. 

Lottery Licensing Trends 

In recent months, the City has observed an increase in lottery eligibility requests from 
organizations located outside of Welland. Many of these groups are seeking approval in 
order to hold events at the Welland Bingo Hall, as their own municipalities do not have 
comparable facilities. This trend aligns with a broader regional pattern, as the limited 
number of bingo halls in Niagara has resulted in increased participation and higher 
gaming revenues across all locations. The resulting growth in local bingo activity has 
provided additional benefit to the community through enhanced charitable revenues. 
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Municipal Offices: 66 Charlotte Street  
Port Colborne, Ontario L3K 3C8 · www.portcolborne.ca 

T 905.228.8031 F 905.834.5746 
Legislative Services E charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca 

July 17, 2026 

Email: premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queens Park 

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Dear Honourable Doug Ford: 

Re: City of Port Colborne Support the Town of Caledon requesting Provincial 

Support, Funding and Coordinated Plans to Combat Tick Borne Diseases 

Please be advised that, at its meeting of July 14, 2026 the Council of The Corporation of the 
City of Port Colborne supported the resolution received from the Town of Caledon regarding 
Provincial Support, Funding and Coordinated Plans to Combat Tick Borne Diseases. 

The correspondence is attached for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Madden 
City Clerk 

ec: The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health 
The Honourable Todd J. McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks 
Dr. Kieran Moore, Chief Medical Officer of Health 
Peel Public Health 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) 
Credit Valley Conservation 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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July 2, 2026 Sent via E-Mail: sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org 

Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier 

Constituency Office 

Suite A, 3rd Floor 

180 Broadway Ave. 

Orangeville, ON L9W 1K3 

Dear Deputy Premier Jones, 

RE: Motion for Provincial Support, Funding and Coordinated Plans to Combat Tick 

Borne Diseases 

I am writing to advise that at the Town Council meeting held on June 23, 2026, Council 

adopted a motion regarding requesting support to combat tick borne diseases. 

The resolution reads as follows: 

Whereas the prevalence of ticks, including those known to carry Lyme disease, and 
other Vector borne diseases have increased across Ontario; 

Whereas Lyme disease diagnoses have increased by 27% in 2024 to 2369 (Public 
Health Agency of Canada, PHAC); 

Whereas residents across Caledon have registered growing concerns about public 
health risks associated with tick exposure in parks, trails and residential areas; 

Whereas municipalities have limited jurisdiction and resources to effectively manage 
tick populations on a broad ecological scale; 

Whereas the Government of Ontario is responsible for public health policy, 
environmental management and vector-borne disease prevention and detection; 

Therefore, be it resolved that: 

Caledon Town Council formally requests that the Government of Ontario investigate 
and implement measures to reduce burgeoning tick populations and to mitigate their 
associated public health risks; and 
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That such measures may include safe and effective tick control methods, public education 
campaigns and coordinated regional strategies; and 

That the Province consider increased funding and support for local public health units to 
address tick-borne disease prevention; and 

That a copy of this motion be sent to Minister of Health, Sylvia Jones, Chief Medical Officer 
of Health, Kiernan Moore, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, Todd 
McCarthy, Peel Public Health, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), the 
Credit Valley Conservation (CVC), the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and 
all 444 municipalities across Ontario. 

For more information regarding this request, please contact the undersigned by email to 
mayor@caledon.ca or by phone at 905.584.2272 ext. 4155. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Annette Groves 

CC: 

Chief Medical Officer of Health Kieran.Moore@ontario.ca 

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks minister.mecp@ontario.ca 

Peel Public Health info@peelregion.ca 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) info@trca.ca 

Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) foundation@cvc.ca 

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) resolutions@amo.on.ca 

444 municipalities across Ontario 
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Municipal Offices: 66 Charlotte Street 
Port Colborne, Ontario L3K 3C8 · www.portcolborne.ca 

T 905.228.8031 F 905.834.5746 
Legislative Services E charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca 

July 17, 2026 

Email: premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queens Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Dear Honourable Doug Ford: 

Re: City of Port Colborne Support the City of Mississauga requesting a Provincial 
Review of Benchmarking, Funding Formulas, and Length-of-Stay Standards for 
Emergency Shelters Serving Women and Children Experiencing Intimate Partner 
Violence 

Please be advised that, at its meeting of July 14, 2026 the Council of The Corporation of the 
City of Port Colborne supported the resolution received from the City of Mississauga regarding 
a Provincial Review of Benchmarking, Funding Formulas, and Length-of-Stay Standards for 
Emergency Shelters Serving Women and Children Experiencing Intimate Partner Violence. 

The correspondence is attached for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Madden 
City Clerk 

ec: The Honourable Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services 
The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Ann-Marie Norio, Regional Clerk, Niagara Region 
Local MPPs – Jeff Burch, Wayne Gates, Sam Oosterhoff, Jennifer Stevens 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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RESOLUTION 0147-2026 
adopted by the Council of 

The Corporation of the City of Mississauga 
at its meeting on June 24, 2026 

0147-2026 Moved by: Councillor N. Hart Seconded by: Councillor C. Fonseca 

WHEREAS women and children experiencing intimate partner violence rely on emergency 
shelters as a critical component of their safety, recovery, and transition to stable housing; 

WHEREAS adequate lengths of stay in emergency shelters are often necessary to support 
safety planning, access to social services, legal supports, mental health resources, and 
housing stabilization; 

WHEREAS funding formulas and service benchmarks directly influence shelter capacity, 
operations, and the ability of service providers to meet community needs; 

Whereas The City of Mississauga declared Intimate Partner Violence an epidemic on 
September 13th 2023; 

WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario utilize varying approaches to shelter funding and 
length-of-stay expectations, providing opportunities for benchmarking and best-practice 
review; 

WHEREAS any reductions to funding based on the formulas may have unintended 
consequences on service levels and the availability of supports for individuals fleeing 
intimate partner violence; 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Mayor, on behalf of Council, write to 
the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Children, Community and Social Services, the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, and the local Members of Provincial Parliament 
requesting a provincial review of benchmarking, funding formulas, and length-of-stay 
standards for emergency shelters serving women and children experiencing intimate 
partner violence, with a view to ensuring adequate shelter stays and preventing reductions 
in funding that could negatively impact service delivery and client outcomes; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Children, Community and Social Services, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, local MPPs, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO), and all Ontario municipalities for their information and consideration. 
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Recorded Vote YES NO ABSENT ABSTAIN 
Mayor C. Parrish 
Councillor S. Dasko X 
Councillor A. Tedjo X 
Councillor C. Fonseca X 
Councillor J. Kovac X 
Councillor N. Hart X 
Councillor J. Horneck X 
Councillor D. Damerla X 
Councillor M. Mahoney X 
Councillor M. Reid X 
Councillor S. McFadden X 
Councillor B. Butt X 

Carried (11, 0) 
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Economic Development 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way Telephone: 905-980-6000 

PO Box 1042 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 

Thorold, Ontario, Canada www.niagararegion.ca 

L2V 4T7 www.niagaracanada.com 

Economic Development Brief 

July 15, 2026 

Statistics and Trends 

Labour market conditions 

Seasonally adjusted labour market conditions in Niagara performed very well in June, with 

strong gains across all major indicators. Niagara also substantially outperformed both Ontario 

and Canada. 

Month-over-month data from May to June 2026 show the following: 

• Population: Niagara increased by 0.2% (1,000 people), while Ontario increased by 

0.04%. 

• Labour force: Niagara increased by 1.1% (2,900 people), while Ontario increased by 

0.04%. 

• Employment: Niagara increased by 1.4% (3,400 people), while Ontario increased by 

0.3%. 

• Unemployment rate: Niagara decreased by 0.3% to 6.3%, while Ontario decreased by 

0.2% to 7.2%. 

• Participation rate: Niagara increased by 0.5% to 60.4%, while Ontario remained the 

same at 64.7%. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Table: 14-10-0459-01 

As the data are seasonally adjusted, these gains were not the result of seasonal employment 

activity. In fact, some seasonal industries, including accommodation and food services and 

agriculture, experienced employment declines. Employment growth was concentrated in 

wholesale and retail trade, information, culture and recreation, construction, and manufacturing. 

Bank of Canada holds key interest rate at 2.25% as economic growth rebounds 

The Bank of Canada held its key interest rate at 2.25%, indicating growing confidence that the 

Canadian economy is recovering after slower growth earlier in the year. The bank expects 

economic growth to strengthen, supported by increased consumer and government spending 

and improving exports, while inflation is projected to ease toward the 2% target by early 2027. 

However, uncertainty remains due to geopolitical risks, energy prices, and ongoing trade 

discussions with the United States, with the Bank prepared to adjust rates if inflation pressures 

persist. 

The economic development updates in this brief were compiled with input from 

economic development staff from Niagara’s area municipalities, as well as public 

information sources. 
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Economic Development 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way Telephone: 905-980-6000 

PO Box 1042 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 

Thorold, Ontario, Canada www.niagararegion.ca 

L2V 4T7 www.niagaracanada.com 

Economic Development Updates 

St. Catharines and Welland receive over $4.5 million though Building Faster Fund 

The Ontario government awarded $4.5 million through the Building Faster Fund, including $2.84 

million for St. Catharines and $1.67 million for Welland, after they achieved or exceeded their 

provincially assigned 2025 housing targets. The two municipalities broke ground on more than 

1,500 new housing units, with the funding supporting infrastructure needed to accommodate 

growth and accelerate future housing development. 

Welland steel mill could supply Canada’s future submarine fleet 

Valbruna ASW Inc. in Welland is being considered as a supplier of non-magnetic stainless steel 

for Canada’s future submarine program through a new collaboration between its parent 
company, Acciaierie Valbruna Group, and German shipbuilder ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems 

(TKMS). The specialized steel produced in Welland will be evaluated against naval standards, 

with the potential to position the facility as a key Canadian supplier for a major defence project 

valued between $44 billion and $100 billion. The opportunity reinforces Welland’s legacy in 
advanced manufacturing and defence-related production while supporting industrial resilience, 

skilled jobs, and Niagara’s role in Canada’s emerging defence supply chain. 

Vision Vineland aimed at revitalizing downtown 

The Town of Lincoln and Niagara Region have launched Vision Vineland, a long-term planning 

initiative to guide the revitalization and future growth of downtown Vineland as a place to live, 

work, shop, and gather. The plan will explore opportunities for improved streetscapes, 

accessibility, public spaces, commercial development, and potential mixed-use growth to 

restore the area as a community, cultural, and economic hub. By providing a strategic vision for 

future investment, the initiative aims to support sustainable development and enhance 

Vineland’s role as a destination within Lincoln and Niagara. 

St. Catharines–Lincoln Destination Partnership welcomes inaugural executive director 

The St. Catharines–Lincoln Destination Partnership has appointed Mackenzie Keast as its 

inaugural Executive Director, marking an important step in the continued development of the 

new destination marketing organization. Mackenzie brings more than a decade of experience 

building member-based organizations, developing destination marketing strategies, and 

delivering visitor-focused initiatives. He will lead the Partnership’s work with tourism operators, 
community partners, and stakeholders across St. Catharines and Lincoln, including the Love 

STC and Niagara Benchlands memberships. On July 13, 2026, the Partnership also delivered 

its inaugural presentation to Town of Lincoln Council, formally introducing the organization’s 

leadership, mandate, and work to support the local visitor economy. 

The economic development updates in this brief were compiled with input from 

economic development staff from Niagara’s area municipalities, as well as public 

information sources. 
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1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way Telephone: 905-980-6000 

PO Box 1042 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 

Thorold, Ontario, Canada www.niagararegion.ca 

L2V 4T7 www.niagaracanada.com 

Niagara Region and Niagara Health launch joint physician recruitment partnership 

Niagara Region and Niagara Health have launched a joint physician recruitment partnership to 

strengthen the recruitment of both family physicians and specialists, helping improve access to 

primary, emergency, and specialized healthcare across the region. The partnership includes a 

jointly funded Physician Recruitment Coordinator and aligns recruitment, outreach, onboarding, 

and data-sharing efforts to build on Niagara's successful physician recruitment program, which 

attracted 28 new family physicians in the past year. 

Airbus in Fort Erie delivers first H135 for Canada’s Future Aircrew Training program 
Airbus has delivered the first CT-153 Juno (H135) helicopter for Canada's Future Aircrew 

Training (FAcT) program, marking a major milestone in modernizing Royal Canadian Air Force 

pilot training and supporting the next generation of military aviators. The helicopters are being 

completed and delivered from Airbus Helicopters' facility in Fort Erie, Ontario, highlighting the 

community's role in Canada's aerospace and defence supply chain while creating opportunities 

for local expertise, employment, and innovation. 

Grimsby breaks ground on Downtown Reimagined 

The Town of Grimsby has launched Phase 1 of Downtown Reimagined, a major infrastructure 

renewal project supported by $1.9 million in federal and provincial funding to replace aging 

water, stormwater, and sanitary systems in the downtown core. The project will improve 

infrastructure reliability, protect public health, and create the foundation for future streetscape 

enhancements, including improved accessibility, walkability, public spaces, and visitor 

experiences. 

Provincial boost to help Brock ready grads for cutting edge STEM careers 

Brock University is launching a new Artificial Intelligence, Robotics and Mechatronics Lab 

supported by more than $900,000 from the Ontario government to provide students with 

advanced, industry-standard technology and training. The lab will feature cutting-edge 

equipment, including autonomous vehicles, humanoid and quadruped robots, industrial robot 

arms, and automation systems, preparing graduates for careers in AI, robotics, software 

engineering, data science, and advanced manufacturing. 

Ontario invests $90 million in shipbuilding 

The Ontario government is investing more than $90 million through the Ontario Shipbuilding 

Grant Program to expand the province’s shipbuilding capacity, strengthen marine supply chains, 

and support Canada’s National Shipbuilding Strategy. The investment includes funding for 

Niagara companies, including $11 million for Ontario Shipyards in St. Catharines and over $8 

million for Allied Marine and Industrial in Port Colborne, for skills training, infrastructure 

improvements, and new equipment to increase production capacity. The funding positions 

Niagara’s marine sector as a key contributor to Ontario’s emerging “blue economy,” supporting 

defence, trade, innovation, and the creation of skilled jobs across the region. 

The economic development updates in this brief were compiled with input from 

economic development staff from Niagara’s area municipalities, as well as public 

information sources. 
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L2V 4T7 www.niagaracanada.com 

Owners to sell Strewn Winery, possibly making way for new hotel 

Strewn Winery in Niagara-on-the-Lake is being sold after nearly 30 years of operation, with 

prospective buyers proposing a 58 room boutique hotel development alongside the existing 

winery. The proposed redevelopment would include hotel accommodations, spa amenities, and 

event space while maintaining wine production and avoiding impacts on vineyard and 

agricultural lands. 

Austria’s Voestalpine to build new plant in Thorold 

Voestalpine Railway Systems has announced plans to establish a new railway manufacturing 

facility in Thorold through its Canadian subsidiary, Voestalpine Railway Systems Nortrak 

Canada, following a long-term agreement with Canadian National Railway. Expected to be 

operational by fall 2027, the facility will produce Canadian-made special trackwork, improve rail 

supply chain capacity, and create new management and skilled trades employment 

opportunities in Niagara. 

Ontario breaks ground on Grimsby GO station 

Construction has begun on the Grimsby GO Station, a major transit investment that will improve 

regional connectivity, reduce travel times, and support expanded GO Transit service along the 

Lakeshore West corridor. The new station will feature a standardized design to accelerate 

construction and reduce costs, with amenities including a platform, 220 parking spaces, a bus 

loop, and passenger pick-up and drop-off areas. 

Grimsby Innovation Park breaks ground on Phase 2 

Phase 2 of the $120 million Grimsby Innovation Centre is moving forward with construction of a 

150,000 SF multi-tenant industrial building on the former NRB site, with most of the available 

space already committed. The development builds on the success of Phase 1, which attracted 

ATCO as a major tenant, and will contribute to growing demand for industrial space along the 

QEW corridor. Once all phases are complete, the Innovation Centre is expected to create up to 

400 jobs, expand Grimsby’s industrial tax base, and strengthen the community’s economic 

growth. 

Ontario expands access to diagnostic imaging 

As part of the Province of Ontario's $155 million investment over two years to expand publicly 

funded community surgical and diagnostic services, GNMI Medical Imaging has been approved 

to provide MRI and CT scans in St. Catharines. The expansion is one of 35 newly licensed 

centres across Ontario that will connect nearly 828,000 more people to vital diagnostic imaging 

and improve access to care closer to home. 

George Spezza, Ec.D., CEcD 

Director, Economic Development 

The economic development updates in this brief were compiled with input from 

economic development staff from Niagara’s area municipalities, as well as public 

information sources. 
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Title: 

The Town of The Blue Mountains 
Council Meeting 

Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby 

Date: Monday, July 13, 2026 

Time: 6:16 PM 

Moved by: Councillor Hope 

Seconded by: Councillor Porter 

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information the June 25, 2026, correspondence 
from Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby, and supports the June 22, 2026 Town of 
Whitby Council resolution regarding a Review of Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 
Planning Decisions; 

AND THAT Council directs staff to circulate this resolution of support to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Local Members of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities (AMO) 
and all Ontario Municipalities for consideration and support 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1 

The motion is Carried 

YES: 6 

Deputy Mayor Bordignon Councillor Ardiel Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell 
Councillor McKinlay Councillor Porter 

NO: 0 

ABSENT: 1 

Mayor Matrosovs 

Page 17 of 66 



 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

  
  
 

   
 

 
      

    
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  

Town of Whitby 
575 Rossland Road East, 
Whitby, ON L1N 2M8 
905.430.4300 
whitby.ca 

June 25, 2026 

Via Email 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
premier@ontario.ca 

Re: Review of the Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 
Planning Decisions 

Please be advised that at its meeting held on June 22, 2026, the Council of the Town of 
Whitby adopted the following as Resolution # 166-26: 

Whereas local councils are elected by residents to make planning decisions that 
reflect the needs and priorities of their communities; 

Whereas municipalities rely on extensive public consultation, professional 
planning advice, engineering studies, and technical reports when making land-
use decisions; 

Whereas the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) has the authority to overturn municipal 
planning decisions, often requiring municipalities to spend significant taxpayer 
dollars defending decisions that have already undergone a thorough local review 
process; 

Whereas lengthy and costly appeals can delay housing projects, consume 
municipal resources, and reduce the ability of municipalities to focus on 
delivering services to residents; and, 

Whereas local governments should have greater certainty and authority when 
decisions are consistent with approved Official Plans, provincial policies, and 
sound planning principles. 

Now Therefore be it Resolved: 

1. That the Government of Ontario be requested to review the role and 
mandate of the Ontario Land Tribunal to ensure greater respect for 
municipal planning decisions that are supported by evidence, public 
consultation, and approved planning policies; 

Page 18 of 66 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
https://whitby.ca


Page 19 of 66 



 

 

 

 
      

 

 
 

   
 

   
  

 
  

 
 

  
    

   

 
 

                              

  

The Township of Georgian Bay 

Resolutions 
Council - 13 Jul 2026 

Item 10.(d) 

Date: July 13, 2026 C-2026-150 

Moved by Councillor Stephen Jarvis 
Seconded by Councillor Steven Predko 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of Georgian Bay supports the Township of 
North Stormont’s Resolution No. 163-2026. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to the Honourable 
Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable Peter Bethlenfalry, Minister of Finance; Member of 
Provincial Parliament; the Association of Municipalities of Ontario; the Rural Ontario Municipal 
Association; the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation; the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities; and all Ontario municipalities. 

☒ Carried      ☐ Defeated   ☐ Recorded Vote  ☐ Referred     ☐ Deferred 

Peter Koetsier, Mayor 
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Title: 

The Town of The Blue Mountains 
Council Meeting 

Mayor Annette Groves, The Town of Caledon 

Date: Monday, July 13, 2026 

Time: 6:27 PM 

Moved by: Councillor Maxwell 

Seconded by: Councillor Ardiel 

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information the July 2, 2026, correspondence 
from Mayor Annette Groves, The Town of Caledon, regarding the July 2, 2026 Motion for Provincial Support, 
Funding and Coordinated Plans to Combat Tick Borne Diseases; 

AND THAT Council directs staff to circulate this resolution of support to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks, Local Members of Provincial Parliament, the Association of 
Municipalities (AMO) and all Ontario Municipalities for consideration and support 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1 

The motion is Carried 

YES: 6 

Deputy Mayor Bordignon Councillor Ardiel Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell 
Councillor McKinlay Councillor Porter 

NO: 0 

ABSENT: 1 

Mayor Matrosovs 
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Title: 

The Town of The Blue Mountains 
Council Meeting 

Justine Brotherston, Municipal Clerk, Township of Puslinch 

Date: Monday, July 13, 2026 

Time: 6:23 PM 

Moved by: Councillor Maxwell 

Seconded by: Councillor McKinlay 

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information the June 5, 2026, correspondence 
from Justine Brotherston, Municipal Clerk, Township of Puslinch, regarding Support for Halton Hill's March 24, 
2026 Resolution Regarding Modernizing Ontario's Invasive Plants Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal Lands, 
Agriculture, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens; 

AND THAT Council directs staff to provide a staff report in response to the resolution regarding invasive species; 

AND THAT Council directs staff to circulate this resolution of support to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, Local Members of Provincial 
Parliament, the Association of Municipalities (AMO) and all Ontario Municipalities for consideration and support 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1 

The motion is Carried 

YES: 6 

Deputy Mayor Bordignon Councillor Ardiel Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell 
Councillor McKinlay Councillor Porter 

NO: 0 

ABSENT: 1 

Mayor Matrosovs 
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Hon. Mike Harris 
Ministry of Natural 
Resources 
Suite 1802 
438 University Avenue 
Toronto, ON M5G 2K8 
VIA EMAIL: 
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org 

Hon. Rob Flack 
Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing 
17th Floor 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
VIA EMAIL: 
rob.flack@pc.ola.org 

Hon. Trevor Jones 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Food and Agribusiness 
11th Floor 
77 Grenville St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 1B3VIA 
EMAIL: 
trevor.jones@pc.ola.org 

Hon. Todd J. McCarthy 
Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
5th Floor 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
VIA EMAIL: 
todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.org 

Township of Puslinch 
7404 Wellington Road 34 

Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0 
www.puslinch.ca 

June 30, 2026 

RE: 6.16 Halton Hills Modernizing Ontario’s Invasive Plants Rules to Protect Taxpayers, 
Municipal Lands, Agriculture, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens 

Please be advised that Township of Puslinch Council, at its meeting held on March 24, 
2021 considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following 
was resolved: 

Resolution No. 2026-202: Moved by Councillor Bailey and 
S Seconded by Councillor Sepulis 

That the Consent Agenda item 6.16 be received for information; and 

Whereas Council supports the Towns of Halton Hills’ resolution; 

That Council direct staff to send a support resolution accordingly. 

CARRIED 
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As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this correspondence for your 
information and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Justine Brotherston 
Municipal Clerk 
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June 5, 2026 

Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Via Email 

Re: Modernizing Ontario’s Invasive Plants Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal Lands,
Agriculture, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens 

Please be advised that Council of the Town of Halton Hills at its meeting of Monday June 1, 
2026, adopted Resolution No. 2026-0107 regarding Modernizing Ontario’s Invasive Plants 
Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal Lands, Agriculture, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens. 

Attached for your information is a copy of Resolution No. 2026-0107. 

Respectfully, 

Melissa Lawr, AMP, Dipl.M.A. 
Deputy Clerk – Legislation 

cc. Ontario Minister of Natural Resources 
Ontario Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness 
Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ontario Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Halton area MPs and MPPs 
Region of Halton 
HRFA 
OFA 
Conservation Halton 
Credit Valley Conservation 
Grand River Conservation Authority 
AMO 
ROMA 
FCM 
Ontario Invasive Plant Council 
Landscape Ontario 
Canadian Nursery Landscape Association 
All Ontario municipalities 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
R. R. # 1, Mount Elgin, ON N0J 1N0 

312915 Dereham Line 
Phone: (519) 877-2702; (519) 485-0477 

Fax: (519) 485-2932 

July 17th, 2026 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Todd J. McCarthy 
Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
5th Floor, 777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
minister.mecp@ontario.ca 

Dear Premier Ford and Minister McCarthy, 

Re: Request for Changes to the Pesticides Act to Permit the Use of Pesticides in 
Playground Areas for Weed Management 

I am writing to inform you that, at their meeting held on July 14, 2026, the Council of the 
Township of South-West Oxford passed a resolution advocating for changes to the 
Pesticides Act to allow for the use of pesticides in playground areas for weed mitigation. 

WHEREAS the Ontario Pesticides Act and Ontario Regulation 63/09 (Cosmetic 
Pesticides Ban) restrict the use of herbicides for cosmetic weed control in playground 
areas; 

AND WHEREAS the Council for the Township of South-West Oxford recognize the 
importance of maintaining safe, clean, accessible, and well-maintained recreational 
spaces for everyone; 

AND WHEREAS playgrounds are valued public recreational spaces that enhance the 
health, well-being, and enjoyment of residents; 

AND WHEREAS the Township is responsible for the ongoing maintenance, inspection, 
and upkeep of playgrounds, including costly surfacing materials, and despite regular 
maintenance and manual weed removal, weed growth within and around the 
playground area continues to present ongoing maintenance challenges; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council for the Township of South-West 
Oxford respectfully request that the Province of Ontario consider amending the 
Pesticides Act and Ontario Regulation 63/09 (Cosmetic Pesticides Ban) to permit the 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD 
R. R. # 1, Mount Elgin, ON N0J 1N0 

312915 Dereham Line 
Phone: (519) 877-2702; (519) 485-0477 

Fax: (519) 485-2932 

controlled use of pesticides for weed management in playground areas, with any 
application being carried out by qualified and authorized individuals in accordance with 
all applicable provincial legislation, product requirements, and safety measures. 

Yours truly, 

Denny Giles 
Manager of Legislative Services/Clerk 
Township of South-West Oxford 

cc: Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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P.O. Box 129, 110 Main Street, Sundridge, Ontario, P0A 1Z0 

Telephone (705) 384-5316 

Fax (705) 384-7874 

Email: admin@sundridge.ca 

Village of Sundridge Council Resolution 

July 15, 2026 

Item (9.5) 

Township of Machar Resolution 86-26 – Opposing Changes to FIPPA 

Resolution #2026-177 

Moved By: Sharon Smith 

Seconded By: Vicki Whitmell 

THAT Council receives the Township of Machar Resolution 86-26 – Opposing 

Changes to FIPPA, 

AND THAT The Village of Sundridge supports the Township of Machar in their 
opposition to Changes to FIPPA, 

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated to Premier Doug Ford, 
appropriate minister, all MPP's and Ontario municipalities. 

Recorded Vote For Against Abstain 

Preston, Luke(absent) 

Smith, Sharon x 

Whitmell, Vicki x 

Williamson, Fraser x 

Jackson, Shawn x 

CARRIED 

www.sundridge.ca 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

July 17, 2026 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

RE: Letter of Support from the Town of Wasaga Beach – Intimate Partner Violence 

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach, during their July 16, 2026, 
Council meeting, and at the request of Canadian Federation of University Women Orillia, passed the 
following resolution regarding Intimate Partner Violence. 

WHEREAS intimate partner violence continues to have a significant impact on individuals, families, and 
communities across Ontario, including the Town of Wasaga Beach; 

AND WHEREAS local service providers, community organizations, and law enforcement agencies have 
reported increasing rates of intimate partner violence and growing demand for victim support services; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Wasaga 
Beach hereby declares intimate partner violence to be an epidemic within the Town of Wasaga Beach; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Town of Wasaga Beach encourages other municipalities that have not 
already done so to declare intimate partner violence an epidemic within their communities; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Town of Wasaga Beach calls upon the Province of Ontario to pass Bill 55 and 
formally recognize and declare intimate partner violence as an epidemic across Ontario; 

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to all 444 municipalities, all Ontario 
Members of Provincial Parliament, the Minister of Children, Community and Social Services, the Minister 
of the Solicitor General, and the Premier of Ontario for consideration and support. 

Your favorable consideration of this matter is appreciated. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at mayor@wasagabeach.com or (705) 429-3844 ext. 
2246. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Smith 
Mayor, Town of Wasaga Beach 
/mps 

cc: All Ontario Municipalities 
All Ontario Members of Provincial Parliament 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Hon. Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services; 
michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org 
Hon. Michael S. Kerzner, Minister of the Solicitor General; michael.kerzner@pc.ola.org 
Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; premier@ontario.ca 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

July 17, 2026 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

Dear Premier Ford, 

RE: Letter of Support from the Town of Wasaga Beach – Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform 

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach, during their July 16, 2026, 
Council meeting, and at the request of Township of Ramara, passed the following resolution regarding 
Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform. 

WHEREAS Ontario hospitals continue to experience emergency room overcrowding, staffing shortages, 
and prolonged wait times that impact timely access to emergency care and place additional strain on 
patients, healthcare providers, and municipal paramedic services; and 

WHEREAS the tragic death of sixteen-year-old Finlay van der Werken, who died in February 2024 after 
waiting in the emergency department at Oakville Trafalgar Memorial Hospital, has highlighted the need 
for stronger provincial standards to improve pediatric emergency care across Ontario; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach supports the 
resolutions of the Township of Ramara, Municipality of Wawa and the Western Ontario Wardens' Caucus 
calling on the Province of Ontario to reduce emergency room wait times through increased hospital 
capacity, enhanced triage protocols, additional healthcare staffing, and improved emergency care 
resources. 

AND FURTHER THAT the Town of Wasaga Beach supports the introduction of Finlay's Law to 
strengthen pediatric emergency care through provincial standards for timely access to care, safe staffing 
levels, independent oversight, and enhanced funding for pediatric emergency services. 

AND FURTHER THAT the Council supports requests for the Government of Canada to work with the 
Province of Ontario to strengthen accountability under the Canada Health Act and support the 
implementation of consistent national emergency care standards. 

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of 
Health, the Federal Minister of Health, the local MPP and MP, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO), the Ontario Hospital Association (OHA), the Ontario Medical Association (OMA), the Western 
Ontario Wardens' Caucus (WOWC), and all Ontario municipalities for their information and consideration. 
Your favorable consideration of this matter is appreciated. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at mayor@wasagabeach.com or (705) 429-3844 ext. 
2246. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Smith 
Mayor, Town of Wasaga Beach 
/mps 

cc: Hon. Sylvia Jones, Ontario Deputy Premier and Minister of Health (sylvia.jones@ontario.ca) 
Hon. Marjorie Michel, Federal Minister of Health (hcminister.ministresc@hc-sc.gc.ca) 
Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey (Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org) 
Terry Dowdall, MP for Simcoe-Grey (terry.dowdall@parl.gc.ca) 
The Association of the Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) (amo@amo.on.ca) 
The Ontario Hospital Association (OHA) (info@oha.com) 
The Ontario Medical Association (OMA) (info@oma.org) 
The Western Ontario Wardens' Caucus (WOWC) (kate@wowc.ca) 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

July 17, 2026 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

Dear Premier Ford, 

RE: Letter of Support from the Town of Wasaga Beach – Innovative Housing and Support Models for 
Adults with Developmental Disabilities 

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach, during their July 16, 2026, 
Council meeting, and at the request of the Township of Ramara, passed the following resolution 
regarding Innovative Housing and Support Models for Adults with Developmental Disabilities. 

WHEREAS adults with developmental disabilities often experience reduced supports and programming 
after reaching adulthood, creating challenges for individuals, families, and caregivers; and 

WHEREAS there is a growing need for innovative, inclusive, and sustainable housing and support 
models that promote independence, dignity, community participation, and quality of life; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach supports the 
Township of Ramara and City of Richmond Hill's resolution encouraging the Province of Ontario and 
municipalities to explore innovative integrated housing and support models for adults with developmental 
disabilities, including partnerships that enhance access to housing, community services, and meaningful 
daily participation. 

AND FURTHER THAT the Province be encouraged to engage municipalities, developmental service 
agencies, families, caregivers, and advocacy organizations in evaluating and implementing these 
models. 

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Children, Community and Social Services, the Minister of Long-Term Care, the Minister for Seniors and 
Accessibility, the local MPP, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), and all Ontario 
municipalities for their information and consideration. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at mayor@wasagabeach.com or (705) 429-3844 ext. 
2246. 

Sincerely, 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Brian Smith 
Mayor, Town of Wasaga Beach 
/mps 

cc: Hon. Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services 
(MinisterMCCSS@ontario.ca) 
Hon. Natalia Kusendova-Bashta, Minister of Long-Term Care (minister.mltc@ontario.ca) 
Hon. Raymond Cho, Minister for Seniors and Accessibility (MinisterSeniorsAccessibility@ontario.ca) 
Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey (Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org) 
Terry Dowdall, MP for Simcoe-Grey (terry.dowdall@parl.gc.ca) 
The Association of the Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) (amo@amo.on.ca) 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

July 17, 2026 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

Dear Premier Ford, 

RE: Letter of Support from the Town of Wasaga Beach – Traffic Calming and Speeding Mitigation 

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach, during their July 16, 2026, 
Council meeting, and at the request of Village of Merrickville-Wolford, passed the following resolution 
regarding Traffic Calming and Speeding Mitigation. 

WHEREAS speeding continues to pose a significant public safety concern in communities across 
Ontario; and 

WHEREAS municipalities require effective traffic calming measures and sustainable funding to improve 
road safety and protect all road users, including children and seniors; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach supports the 
resolution of the North Grenville–Merrickville-Wolford OPP Detachment Board requesting that the 
Province of Ontario expand funding for traffic calming and speeding mitigation initiatives to all 
municipalities, rather than limiting support to municipalities utilizing automated speed enforcement. 

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Transportation, the Minister of Finance, the local MPP, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), the Ontario Provincial Police, all Ontario Police 
Service Boards, and all Ontario municipalities for their information and consideration. 

Your favorable consideration of this matter is appreciated. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at mayor@wasagabeach.com or (705) 429-3844 ext. 
2246. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Smith 
Mayor, Town of Wasaga Beach 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

/mps 

cc: Hon. Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation (minister.mto@ontario.ca) 
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance (peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org) 
Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey (Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org) 
The Association of the Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) (amo@amo.on.ca) 
The Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) (roma@roma.on.ca) 
The Ontario Provincial Police (opp.media@opp.ca) 
All Ontario Police Service Boards 
All Ontario Municipalities 

Page 60 of 66 

mailto:minister.mto@ontario.ca
mailto:peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org
mailto:Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org
mailto:amo@amo.on.ca
mailto:roma@roma.on.ca
mailto:opp.media@opp.ca
mailto:mayor@wasagabeach.com


    
 

    
   

      
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

   

 

      

     

      

       

 

  

 
   

 
             

  

 
                
               

      

 
         

   
 

            
     

 
             

               
           
            

       
 

             
               

            
       

 
             

  
 

 
 
 
 

  
     

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

July 17, 2026 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

Dear Premier Ford, 

RE: Letter of Support from the Town of Wasaga Beach – Modernizing Ontario's Invasive Plant 
Regulatory Framework 

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach, during their July 16, 2026, 
Council meeting, and at the request of the Township of Ramara, passed the following resolution 
regarding Modernizing Ontario's Invasive Plant Regulatory Framework. 

WHEREAS invasive plant species pose environmental, infrastructure, and financial challenges for 
municipalities and property owners; and 

WHEREAS preventing the spread of invasive species is more effective and cost-efficient than managing 
them after they become established; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Wasaga Beach supports the 
Township of Ramara and Town of Halton Hills' resolution requesting that the Province of Ontario 
modernize Ontario's invasive plant regulatory framework, strengthen measures to limit the sale and 
distribution of invasive plant species, promote native and non-invasive alternatives, and provide 
municipalities with the tools and resources needed to support prevention. 

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the appropriate provincial 
ministries, the local MPP and MP, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario 
Municipal Association (ROMA), the Ontario Invasive Plant Council, and all Ontario municipalities. 
Your favorable consideration of this matter is appreciated. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at mayor@wasagabeach.com or (705) 429-3844 ext. 
2246. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Smith 
Mayor, Town of Wasaga Beach 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN OF WASAGA BEACH 

30 Lewis Street, Wasaga Beach 
Ontario, Canada L9Z 1A1 

Tel (705) 429-3844 
mayor@wasagabeach.com 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

/mps 

cc: Hon. Mike Harris, Minister of Natural Resources (minister.mnrf@ontario.ca) 
Hon. Todd J. McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
(minister.mecp@ontario.ca) 
Hon. Trevor Jones, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness (minister.omafa@ontario.ca) 
Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey (Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org) 
Terry Dowdall, MP for Simcoe-Grey (terry.dowdall@parl.gc.ca) 
The Association of the Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) (amo@amo.on.ca) 
The Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) (roma@roma.on.ca) 
The Ontario Invasive Plant Council (info@oninvasives.ca) 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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Clerks/Administration Department 
Administration Centre 
24 Tupper Street W. 
Alliston, ON L9R 1H2 

Web Address: www.newtecumseth.ca 
Email: pslowleigh@newtecumseth.ca 

Phone: 705-435-3900 
or 905-729-0057 

Fax: 705-435-2873 

July 14, 2026 

Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1A1 

VIA EMAIL: premier@ontario.ca 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Declaration of Intimate Partner Violence as an Epidemic 

Please be advised that the Town of New Tecumseth Council passed the following 
resolution at their meeting of July 13, 2026: 

Whereas intimate partner violence (IPV) is a serious and pervasive public health 
and safety issue affecting individuals, pregnant women, families, and communities 
across Ontario and Canada; 

And Whereas Statistics Canada reports that approximately 44% of Canadian 
women have experienced intimate partner violence in their lifetime, while 33% of 
Canadian women have experienced sexual assault; 

And Whereas Indigenous women, pregnant women and 2SLGBTQIA+ individuals 
experience disproportionately high rates of violence, with 61% of Indigenous 
women and 67% of 2SLGBTQIA+ women having experienced intimate partner 
violence; 

And Whereas according to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), 66% 
of female homicide victims in Canada were killed by an intimate partner; 

And Whereas rural communities face an even greater impact, with victims 
experiencing a 75% higher risk of intimate partner violence; 

And Whereas on September 22, 2015, the murders of Carol Culleton, Anastasia 
Kuzyk, and Nathalie Warmerdam in Renfrew County brought national attention to 
the devastating consequences of intimate partner violence; 
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And Whereas the 2022 Renfrew County Joint Inquest into these femicides resulted 
in 86 recommendations, with Recommendation #1 calling upon the Province of 
Ontario to formally declare intimate partner violence an epidemic; 

And Whereas despite the findings and recommendations of the Coroner’s Inquest, 
the Province of Ontario has not formally declared intimate partner violence an 
epidemic; 

And Whereas police-reported intimate partner violence cases in Ontario increased 
from 4,450 incidents in 2022 to 5,988 incidents in 2024, representing an 18% 
increase according to the Ontario Provincial Police Data, Statistics & Analysis Unit; 

And Whereas North Simcoe Victim Services reported a 64% increase in intimate 
partner violence calls between 2023 and 2025, rising from 255 calls to 417 calls; 

And Whereas 2025 combined statistics from Violence Against Women agencies 
serving Orillia, Barrie, Alliston, Collingwood, and Midland recorded: 

• 12,870 crisis calls; 

• 335 women requiring in-shelter stays; 

• 167 children requiring in-shelter stays; 

• 1,039 referrals due to agencies reaching capacity limits; 

And Whereas the Government of Canada formally recognized intimate partner 
violence as an epidemic in 2023, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
also declared intimate partner violence an epidemic in 2023; 

And Whereas more than 115 municipalities across Ontario, representing over 70% 
of Ontario’s population, have passed motions declaring intimate partner violence 
an epidemic; 

And Whereas declaring intimate partner violence an epidemic: 

• demonstrates leadership and commitment to addressing the crisis; 

• raises public awareness; 

• reduces stigma experienced by victims and survivors; 

• helps individuals know support services are available; 

• strengthens eligibility for provincial funding opportunities for community 

agencies; 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved That the Council of New Tecumseth formally 
declare intimate partner violence an epidemic; 

And Further That Council call upon the Province of Ontario to formally recognize 
intimate partner violence as an epidemic across Ontario; 

And Further That the Province be urged to implement the recommendations of the 
Renfrew County Joint Inquest, including Recommendation #1; 
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And Further That copies of this resolution be circulated to: 

• The Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; 

• The Solicitor General of Ontario; 

• The Minister of Women’s Social and Economic Opportunity; 

• The Brian Saunderson, Member of Provincial Parliament; 

• The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); 

• The County of Simcoe; 

• All municipalities within Simcoe County and Ontario; 

• Local violence against women and victim support agencies within Simcoe 

County 

Yours truly, 

Pamela Slowleigh 
Manager, Legislative Services / Deputy Clerk 

Cc: Honourable Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General of Ontario, Minister.SOLGEN@ontario.ca 
Honourable Charmaine A. Williams, The Minister of Women’s Social and 
Economic Opportunity, charmaine.williams@pc.ola.org 
MPP Brian Saunderson (Simcoe–Grey), brian.saunderson@pc.ola.org 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), resolutions@amo.on.ca 
The County of Simcoe, clerks@simcoe.ca 
Local violence against women & victim support agencies within Simcoe County: 
Victim Services of Simcoe County, ed@VictimServicesSimcoe.ca, 
info@VictimServicesSimcoe.ca 
My Sister’s Place, pitmsp@mysistersplace.ca 
Women and Children’s Shelter of Barrie, info@barrieshelter.com 
Regional Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Treatment Centre for Simcoe 
County and Muskoka, sadvtc@osmh.on.ca 
Elizabeth Fry Society Simcoe Muskoka, meaghanc@elizabethfrysociety.com 
North Simcoe Victim Services, exdir@ns-vs.com 
Huronia Transition Homes, admin@rosewood.on.ca 
Biminaawzogin Regional Aboriginal Women's Circle (BRAWC), 
admin@brawc.com 
All municipalities within Simcoe County and Ontario 
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