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Purpose of the Plan  

The purpose of the Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2001 (ODA) is to 
improve opportunities for people with disabilities and to provide for their 
involvement in the identification, removal and prevention of barriers to 
their full participation in the life of the province. To this end, the ODA 
mandates that each Municipality prepare an Annual Accessibility Plan. 
 

The objectives of this report are to: 

1. Describe accomplishments of the 2016* Accessibility Plan. 
 

2. List the facilities, policies, programs, practices, and services 
that the AAC will review in the coming year to identify, remove 
and prevent barriers to people with disabilities.  

 

3. Describe how the AAC will make this accessibility plan 
available to the public. 

 

 

 
*An Annual Accessibility Plan was not completed for 2017 

 
 
The Accessibility Advisory Committee 

 
Members are selected to serve on the Accessibility Advisory 

Committee through the recruitment selection process established by 
Council. The Terms of Reference adopted by Council specify  that 
eleven (11) voting members will be selected to serve on the AAC: 

 
a. The majority of members (minimum 6) must be people with 

disabilities. These committee members shall be representative of 
different types of visible and invisible disabilities noted in the ODA, 
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2001, such as persons with physical (visual, speech, hearing,  
deaf, brain injury, use of a wheelchair); cognitive (intellectual 
impairments); perceptual (learning disability); and mental health 
disabilities. 

 
b. A maximum of (5) members who may not have a disability: 

• One member of the City Council; 
• One member (parent/guardian) representing children with 

disabilities; 
• Two members-at-large, interested in issues related to persons 

with disabilities. 
Members will be appointed by City Council for a four-year term. 

 
Voting Members: 

 
Ms. Kathleen Adams, Chair Mr.  
Mr. Gregg Furtney 
Mr. Geoff Eden 
Mr. William Barnes Jr. 
Mr. Wilfred Hill 
Mr. Terry Scott 
Doug Smith 
Tammy Tanguay 
Rossana Bonfilio 
Carol Course 
Councillor Mary Ann Grimaldi 

(_ 
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Barriers that were addressed in 2017 ( 
 
 
 

BARRIER REMOVAL GOAL RECOMMENDATION STATUS 
The Integrated Accessibility 
Standards Regulation, 
(IASR) has been legislated to 
remove barriers to 
employment, Information 
communications, 
transportation and public 
spaces.  

Review the multi-year plan 
for the implementation of 
the Integrated Accessibility 
Standards Regulation 

On-going 

Create sport and recreation 
opportunities for people with 
disabilities. 

The AAC has formed a 
Sports and Recreation 
sub-committee to develop 
a strategy for Welland.  

On-going 

Explore potential joint 
initiatives with other Advisory 
Committees to Council. 
 

Members will explore 
opportunities to participate 
in joint initiatives with other 
Advisory Committees  
 

The AAC is now represented on 
the following Advisory Committees: 
1. Welland Community Wellness 

Centre 
2. Arena 
3. Active Transportation 

 
Ongoing as more Advisory 
Committees are identified 
 

Welland to be recognised as 
a pedestrian-friendly city 

A motion to effect to be 
brought to council for 
approval. 

Councillor Grimaldi presented a 
motion to Council to reiterate its 
position that Welland is a 
pedestrian-friendly city and further, 
that Welland develop a Sidewalk 
Policy   
1. Motion Carried 
2. Sidewalk policy – in process 
 

Welland to be recognised as 
an accessible city 

Complete application for 
Rick Hanson Accessible 
Cities Award for induction 
into the Accessible Cities 
Circle of Excellence - 2018 

Application still to be delivered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

( 
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The Accessibility Advisory Committee has identified the 
following goals for 2017: 
 

1. Continue to explore and develop joint initiatives with other community 
organizations, agencies and Advisory Committees to Council. 

2. Review the committee’s Terms of Reference to make sure they are current and 
relevant. Prepare a report to council regarding any proposed changes. 

3. Prepare a strategy to develop and promote Parasports opportunities in the City of 
Welland. 

4. Prepare recommendations for City Council that will ensure the City of Welland 
meets the Province of Ontario’s goal to entirely barrier-free by 2025.  

5. Prepare recommendations for City Council that will ensure the City of Welland 
meets the Province of Ontario’s goal to entirely barrier-free by 2025. 

 

 

The AAC recommends that: 
1. Copies of the plan can be obtained at the City Hall, Welland Library and the Welland 

Community Wellness Complex. 

2. Copies of the plan are available in alternative formats. 

3. A copy of the plan is available on the City Website.  

4. A notice regarding the availability of the plan is posted in the Civic Corner of the 
Tribune. 
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